
Does this sound familiar? For you, like so 
many other families, money is tight and 
maybe there hasn’t been money set aside 
for a trip.  There are ways for families to 
still enjoy traveling, while staying within 
a budget. Whether you are saving up for a 

vacation, or whether you are using your tax refund (remember to 
save some) you  can stretch your dollar a little bit further when you 
plan ahead and take steps to reduce your expenses. 
 

There is nothing wrong with having some good family fun as long as 
it doesn’t set you back. The best solution is to plan ahead. 
 

√  Map out the dates of activities or expected vacation.  This will help 
you  plan out your expenses that are ahead of you. 

√ Estimate costs. Give yourself a reasonable budget. Is it feasible for 
you to go on a vacation? If so, then begin making plans.  No one can 
do it all, pick and choose the most important events. 

√ Do you have enough money available?  If not start adjusting your 
budget and save.  You could you raise fast cash by:  hosting a yard 
sale, pick-up a part-time job?  Don’t borrow money! 
 

If you are ready for a family vacation, here are some  tips that can 
help you save money on your next road trip. 

 Plan a “Staycation”.  You can save money by staying closer to 
home instead of planning a long trip. Look for attractions 
within one to five hours of your home and  plan day trips or a long week-

end, instead of a road trip that lasts more than a week.  Find out what interest-
ing attractions, historical sites and interesting roadside stops are along your 
route. You might be surprised at what’s in the area. 
 

 Bring Your Own Food:   A good cooler, bag of ice and proper storage will 
keep your food ready to eat.  Bring snacks, beverages  and pre-made foods 
that are easy to eat while traveling and have a picnic lunch.  You still will           

eat out some but not every meal. 
 

Fuel Usage:  Did you know your MPG (miles per gallon) increases when 
you travel at a safer speed  (70 or below) and you have less of a chance 
getting traffic ticket.  Make sure your tires are properly inflated and your 

car is serviced prior to trip to get the best mileage possible. 
 

Look for Discounts Are you a member of an association (AARP, AAA, etc.)? 
See what discounts are available to members. You can also look for online 
promo codes to individual attractions (many museums, amusement parks 

and hotels offer discounts online).  Negotiate the lowest available rate.  Sign-up 
for online offers. Check for different discount and coupon offerings. 

 

If you take some time to look for discounts, and plan out ways to save 
money, you can have a fun and frugal road trip. 

SUMMER TRAVEL PLAN 

Did you know that—One-third of our adult population gave themselves a C, 

D, or F on their knowledge of personal finances. 

If you or someone you know is swimming in debt or living paycheck to paycheck, the odds are 

they might be getting an F in Personal Finance 101.  If you answer no to any questions below, 

our Free Financial Education Classes are here to help. 

Do you have an emergency fund? (at least 3 months of fixed expenses) 

Do you know how much money you have in your bank accounts? 

Do you understand the difference between a want and a need? 

Are your bills paid on time every month? (28% of Americans don’t.) 

Do you have a budget? More than half of adult Americans don’t; and 11 million more do 

not monitor their overall spending. 
 

Would you like  more information on  managing your 
money?  Make One Smart Money Move …. 
Please contact one of our Financial Education providers to 

start a new approach for your 2010 budget. 
 

Call to register for a Free Financial Class 
 

Duval County Extension Service, 904-387-8850 

Northeast Florida Community Action Agency, 398-7472 

Jacksonville Urban League, 904-366-3470 

Catholic Charities, 354-4846, x246 

War on Poverty, 766-7275 

Family Foundations, 904-396-4846 

      (Also ask about Financial Counseling) 
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Fun Around Towné 
There are many activities around town that are FREE or cost very little. 
 

Go to the beach.  There are 663 miles available to visit in our state. Bring sun-

screen, towels and a cooler filled with water and food.  

Treaty Oak Park on Prudential Drive downtown is a great place for a picnic lunch.  Kids 

Kampus by the Stadium has free bike rentals, a playground and a water park all for FREE. 

FREE admission on Tuesdays at Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens from 4pm-9pm.  

Visit www.cummer.org  

Host a Family Game Night or rent a movie from your local library for FREE. Also, local 

libraries present FREE movies, story times and fun family activities all summer long. 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

 EARN $2 FOR EVERY $1 THAT YOU SAVE? 
  ASK ABOUT THE MATCHED SAVINGS PLAN   

(INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT) 
 

You can use the money to buy your first home,  

to continue your education or to start a new  

business. 

For information call either: 

Family Foundations     * Northeast Florida Community 

   396-4846  Action Agency, 398-7472 
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